Frequently asked wool questions

Question:
Who can sell sheep and wool through the Western Montana Sheep
Growers Association Pool?

Answer:
Any sheep producer in Western Montana. We have members from Libby
to Sula and Plains to Garrison, as well as, a few from Idaho. Most
members sell less than 500 pounds of wool each. About ten percent of the
members sell less than 100 pounds of wool each. Some members sell
wool only every two or three years.

Question:
How much wool does the pool sell in a year?

Answers:
In 2007 fifty three (53) producers sold over 36,131 pounds of wool through
the pool.

Question:
What kind of wool does the pool sell?
Answer:
We sell many lengths, diameters and colors of wool. (see chart below)

2007 Wool Sales Net
Fine Reg. Cross & BF Coarse CARPET Black& Bellies Tags Weight
White White B.Face prem. White White Colored Only Only Skirts Total
Micron | 23.0 26.7 30.9 28.6 317
Yield | 61.1% 61.7% 61.3% 57.5% 69.0%
Net Wt | 6,506 8,981 13,358 915 1,862 2,077 147 1,479 185 624 36,131
Question:
What do | have to do to sell wool through the pool?
Answer:

Call pool manager, Gary Hewitt @ (406) 258-4210 or (406) 544-2337 to
consign your wool for sale.

Question:
What does it cost to sell through the pool?
Answer:
There are two charges $10.00 annual dues and marketing fees.
Fees for selling animals are $1.50 per head.
Fees for selling wool are $0.06 per pound.

Question:
When do | have to pay the dues and fees?



Answer:
The association year runs January 1° through December 31°'. Therefore,
dues are due and payable January 1. Fees are deducted from proceeds
of the sale.

Question:
Once | join the pool am | required to sell all my wool through the pool?
Answer:
Each year, it is up to you as the amount of wool, if any, you want to sell
through
the pool.

Question:
Is there a minimum amount of wool | can sell through the pool?

Answer:
No. About ten percent of the members sell less than 100 pounds of wool
each. Some members sell wool only every two or three years.

Question:
| have some fine wool breeding (Merino, Rambouillet, Targhee) in my herd
should | test my wool?

Answer:
Yes. There is about $0.40 per pound difference between regular white
wool and fine wool. That means you would increase the value of each fine
wool fleece by over $3.00.

Question:
What does it cost to test my wool?

Answer:
The Montana Wool Lab does not charge our members for testing as long
as the test is sent to the lab by the Missoula County Extension Office.

Question:
When and how do | take the samples?

Answer:
The samples should be taken at least a month prior to shearing to allow
time to get it sent in and tested. About a one inch square of wool is
clipped from one side of the sheep packaged and labeled per animal. Call
Gary Hewitt @ 258-4210 for more specific instructions.

Question:
Do | need to do anything different with my fine wool sheep at shearing
time?

Answer:
Yes. The fine wool sheep should be sheared first, the wool skirted and
bagged separately.



Question:
Can | sell last year’s wool through the pool?

Answer:
Yes. If wool is kept dry and clean it will maintain its value for a number of
years. However, poor quality (wet, dirty, short, broken or contaminated)
wool should not be mixed with good quality wool.

Question:
When can | sell my wool?

Answer:
Wool is collected, weighed, classed/graded and packed into 425# bags
once per year, on a specific day, about the end of March. ltis then, either
offered for sale or consigned for sale in individual classes.

Question:
Where do | deliver my wool?

Answers:
Currently, we are collecting wool at John Stahl’s ranch at 5905 Mullan
Road Missoula, MT. Call Gary Hewitt @ (406) 258-4210 if you are not
currently a member.

Question:
What is the price?
Answer:
Prices will be by class or grade at the time of sale.

Question:
What kind of package should | deliver my wool in?

Answer:
Producers delivering only a few fleeces of each type or class may deliver
them in the large plastic “leaf” bags but, in order to prevent contamination
and reduce handling costs all wool should be delivered in the white nylon
bags accepted by the industry. Do not use paper or plastic feed sacks!
Contaminated wool maybe rejected or placed in a discounted class!

Question:
What sized of pack is required for deliver?

Answers:
Wool should be packed as tightly as possible in the nylon wool bags sold
through the pool. Producers delivering many small or poorly packed bags
of wool may be asked to take the wool home or pack it correctly before it
will be accepted and weighed.

Question:
Is it ok to pack more than one type/class of wool in a bag?






