Low Maintenance & Nativegcape Lawn Alternatives

Several new turf grass varieties require less water and less fertilizer, and contain
endophytes (beneficial fungi) that resist insect attack.

Endophyte-enhanced varieties show an increase in heat and drought tolerance. They also
have an enhanced ability to repel weeds and to recover from injury. However, these
grasses may be toxic to livestock. Do NOT allow livestock to graze on endophyte-
enhanced grasses.

FESCUES

Fescue varieties are drought and low-soil fertility tolerant, cool-season grasses. They
require 50% less water than traditional Bluegrass varieties, and grow in sun or medium
shade. Fescue varieties usually have a wider leaf and thus a slightly more coarse look than
traditional Bluegrass lawns. Rebel, Apache and Tamahawk (Turf Seed) and Jamestown II
and Reliant (Lofts Seed) are endophyte-enhanced fescue varieties with tolerance of aphids,
cutworms, chinch bugs and sod webworms.

DWARF FESCUE varieties, such as Bonsai, Mini Mustang, Pixie, Arid, Mesa, and Crew
Cut, grow slowly and require less mowing and watering than Bluegrass lawns. Dwarf
varieties require more weed control during establishment than faster growing, taller
varieties.

SEMI-DWARF FESCUE varieties, such as Rebel II and Tribute, grow more rapidly than
dwarf varieties, but still require less mowing than most Bluegrass varieties. They are
drought, insect, and traffic tolerant, and compete better with weeds than the dwarf
varieties.

There are many types of fescue. The following are the MOST commonly used fescue in turf
grass mixes:







