Weed Board Minutes for Thursday, March 22, 2007

Board Members Present: Sue Stanley, Melanie Smith, Kate Supplee, Paul Alaback,
Bryce Christiaens, John Rimel

Weed District Staff Present: Al Knudsen, Jerry Marks, Bill Otten, Morgan Valliant, Jed
Little, Sarah Millar

Others Present: John Oetinger (Syringa Park), Lisa Moisey (Missoula County Rural
Initiatives), Tim Elsea (Missoula County Department of Public Works)

City/County Partnership Grant Proposals for Approval

Lisa Moisey from Missoula County Rural Initiatives gave a presentation on the Missoula
County parks being considered for City/County Partnership Grants. She is requesting
four new grants and two extensions of old grants.
Lolo Community Council: Hillside Parks in Lolo - $1,550 requested
7 park areas totaling approximately 14 acres
Spring and fall applications will target spotted knapweed and leafy spurge
The Lolo Community Council will match 50% of the costs
Clinton Conservation Park: 20 acres of Clark Fork River frontage and
floodplain donated to the County by Five Valleys Land Trust
This is a complex park for noxious weed management. Lisa will work with Mel
Waggy at Rural Initiatives to develop a vegetation management plan for the
parks’ two areas: Area A — Gravel/Riparian and Area B — forested. ATV
treatments will cost $500, backpack treatments $4,000. The Park Board prefers
doing backpack treatments, but will revisit the issue now that the high costs of
using backpacks are known.
Schmautz Park: 3200 request for a 4.2 acre park.
This is a relatively developed park with a swing set, picnic area and memorial
trees. It has been treated for noxious weeds in the past.
McDowell Park: $60 request for 1.8 acre park just east of Marshal Creek
Spotted Knapweed will be targeted. The neighbors have committed to hand
pulling knapweed.
Horseman’s Council (Extension): Equestrian Park. $85 from last years grant
was not spent. Request to extend the $85 and add an additional $300.
Big Sky Park (Extension): Request for a 1 year extension on $812 awarded last
year.

John Oetinger of Friends of Syringa Park gave a brief presentation on his grant request.

Syringa Park: Across from the Hellgate High School soccer fields at the base of
Lincoln Hills, this county park will remain in a natural state with noxious weed control
the only goal for Friends of Syringa Park. The Park Board will fund 1/3 of the project,
Missoula County Weed District 1/3, and 1/3 in kind from the neighbors.



After some discussion, John Rimel moved to approve $3,352.50 for the County Parks and
to extend the two grants from last year. Second from Bryce Christiaens. Approved
unanimously.

County Landowner Grant Proposal

Al Knudsen presented the 2007 County Landowner Grant proposal. John Rimel and Sue
Stanley reviewed this years grants for the weed board and reported that this year saw
more applicants requesting more grant dollars than in any previous year of the grant
program. $40,865 has been requested. Most of the grant requests are to cover the cost of
herbicide and revegetation. Most landowners are taking an integrated approach to
noxious weed control. Al meets with each landowner individually and helps them
develop a vegetation management plan.

After several positive comments from the board, Bryce Christiaens moved to approve the
$40.865 for County Landowner Grants. John Rimel seconded and it was approved
unanimously.

Web-based Weed Mapping Tool

Jed Little demonstrated a web-based weed mapping tool that was developed by Ken
Cook of the Ravalli County Weed District using Google Earth. Ken has offered to set the
tool up on the new Missoula County Weed District website for the cost of his time. The
weed board was generally impressed with the tool and voted to support its
implementation.

Integrated Roadside Vegetation Program

Jerry Marks reported on a meeting that occurred earlier in the day with the County
Commissioners and the County Public Works Department on roadside vegetation. In
addition to Jerry, John Rimel, Sue Stanley and Bryce Christiaens from the Weed Board
were in attendance. Greg Robertson from Public Works had asked the County Attorney
to clarify the law for roadside vegetation. The attorney determined that the Weed District
is responsible for noxious weeds on the roadside while Public Works is responsible for
revegetating any disturbances they create. No action was taken at the meeting. The next
meeting is scheduled for April 5™

Tim Elsea from Missoula County Public Works introduced himself to the board. He is
new to the department and the roadside vegetation issue and pledged to open lines of
communication between the Weed and Public Works offices. He said that Public Works
is now washing vehicles every day and washes road graders each time they are moved to
a new site and that they would like to continue working with the weed office to finalize
the roadside vegetation management plan.






