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On the Ground: Spring at the Ag Center

Book Release: Living Roots & the Promise of Perennial Foods
Read, Watch, Listen: MFPAB’s suggestions for further learning

E a c h  ye a r ,  M o n t a n a  s c h o o l s  s e r ve  n e a r l y  2 0  m i l l i o n  m e a l s  t o

s t u d e n t s  ( O P I ,  2 0 2 3 ) .  R e s e a r c h  s h ow s  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  r o l e

s c h o o l  n u t r i t i o n  p l ay s  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  a ca d e m i c  s u cce s s  a n d

i n s t i l l i n g  h e a l t hy  f o o d  h a b i t s  t h a t  l a s t  a  l i f e t i m e .  B eyo n d  t h e

ca f e t e r i a ,  s c h o o l  m e a l  p r o g ra m s  ca n  b e  v a l u a b l e  p a r t n e r s  i n

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r  a g r i c u l t u ra l  e co n o my  w i t h  r e l i a b l e  a n d

co n s i s t e n t  s a l e s  t o  l o ca l  fa r m e r s ,  ra n c h e r s ,  a n d  f o o d  b u s i n e s s e s .

 

H oweve r ,  m a ny  “ l a r g e - vo l u m e ”  f o o d s e r v i ce  p r o g ra m s ,  s u c h  a s  K -

1 2  s c h o o l s ,  fa ce  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  p u r c h a s i n g  l o ca l l y  g r ow n  f o o d s .

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  ‘ l o ca l ’  r e f e r s  t o  f o o d  g r ow n  o r

p r o d u ce d  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  o r  4 0 0  m i l e s  o f  w h e r e  i t  i s  co n s u m e d .

Th e  p r i ce  o f  l o ca l  f o o d  co m p a r e d  t o  s u b s i d i z e d  co nve n t i o n a l

o p t i o n s  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  c i t e d  a s  a  b a r r i e r ,  a s  i s  l i m i t e d  aw a r e n e s s

o f  w h i c h  s u p p l i e r s  o f f e r  l o ca l  f o o d  t h r o u g h  w h o l e s a l e  c h a n n e l s .

M a ny  o f  M o n t a n a ’ s  l a r g e s t  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  s u c h  a s  M i s s o u l a

Co u n t y  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s ,  a l s o  l a c k  t h e  ca p a c i t y  t o  p r o ce s s  f r e s h ,  

The Magic of
Montana Marinara

B Y  B L A K E  L I N E W E A V E R , M i s s i o n  W e s t  L o c a l  F o o d  P r o m o t i o n  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r
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w h o l e  f o o d s  i n t o  r e a d i l y  co n s u m a b l e  m e a l s  d u e  t o  a  l a c k  o f

l a b o r  o r  e q u i p m e n t .  A n d  eve n  w h e n  a  s u i t a b l e  l o ca l  p r o d u c t  i s

av a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  r i g h t  vo l u m e  a n d  p r i ce ,  i t  m ay  n o t  b e

a cce s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  d i s t r i b u t o r ’ s  r o u t e .  

Th e s e  p i n c h  p o i n t s  a r e  p r e c i s e l y  w h e r e  i n n ov a t i o n  a n d

co l l a b o ra t i o n  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  m a k i n g  i n r o a d s  w i t h  h i g h -

o p p o r t u n i t y  m a r ke t s .  M o n t a n a  M a r i n a ra  i s  a  h o m e g r ow n

exa m p l e  o f  t h i s  k i n d  o f  i n n ov a t i o n ,  o r i g i n a l l y  i n s p i r e d  by  a

f o o d s e r v i ce  d i r e c t o r  w i t h  M i s s o u l a  Co u n t y  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  ove r

t e n  ye a r s  a g o  a n d  s u cce s s f u l l y  b r o u g h t  t o  l i f e  i n  2 0 2 2 .  Th e  fa r m -

t o - s c h o o l  p r o j e c t  co m b i n e s  U S DA  F o o d s  d i ce d  t o m a t o e s  a n d

p a s t e  w i t h  l o ca l l y  g r ow n  b u t t e r n u t  s q u a s h ,  o n i o n s ,  a n d  ca r r o t s

s o u r ce d  f r o m  t h e  We s t e r n  M o n t a n a  G r owe r s  Co o p e ra t i ve  a t  t h e

M i s s i o n  M o u n t a i n  F o o d  E n t e r p r i s e  Ce n t e r  b a s e d  i n  R o n a n ,  a n

h o u r  n o r t h  o f  M i s s o u l a .  Th e  r e s u l t  i s  a  n u t r i e n t - d e n s e ,  ve r s a t i l e

t o m a t o  s a u ce  t h a t  f i t s  s e a m l e s s l y  i n t o  a ny  s c h o o l  m e n u  o r

k i t c h e n  —  a n d  t h a n k s  t o  O P I ’ s  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  t h e  p r o d u c t  i s

o r d e r e d  t h r o u g h  s c h o o l s ’  a n n u a l  U S DA  F o o d s  s u r vey  a n d

d i s t r i b u t e d  v i a  O P I ’ s  t r u c k s  t o  a ny  M o n t a n a  d i s t r i c t  e n r o l l e d  i n

t h e  N a t i o n a l  S c h o o l  L u n c h  P r o g ra m .   

Marinara, continued

continued next page

Distribution of Montana Marinara across the state during the 2025-2026 school year.
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Marinara, continued

g r ow n  ve g e t a b l e s .  Th i s  ye a r ' s  p r o g ra m  w a s  m a d e  p o s s i b l e

t h r o u g h  g e n e r o u s  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  M o n t a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f

Co m m e r ce  a n d  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Ag r i c u l t u r e ,  w h i c h  cove r e d  a l l

p r o c u r e m e n t  a n d  p r o ce s s i n g  co s t s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  

F o l l ow i n g  t h e  s u cce s s  o f  M o n t a n a  M a r i n a ra ,  M i s s i o n  We s t  a n d

p a r t n e r s  h o p e  t o  ex p a n d  t h e  m o d e l  f u r t h e r  t h r o u g h  a  c h e r r y

b a r  p i l o t  d e s i g n e d  f o r  s c h o o l  b r e a k fa s t  p r o g ra m s  t h a t  co m b i n e s

l o ca l l y  g r ow n  c h e r r i e s ,  h o n ey ,  a n d  s a f f l owe r  o i l  w i t h  U S DA

F o o d s  r o l l e d  o a t s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a  g r ow i n g  co m m i t m e n t  g e t

M o n t a n a - g r ow n  f o o d  o n  M o n t a n a  s c h o o l  t ray s .  

Th e  p r o j e c t  i s  n ow  i n  i t s  f o u r t h

ye a r  a n d  h a s  b e co m e  a

co r n e r s t o n e  o f  t h e  M o n t a n a

O f f i ce  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ’ s

e f f o r t s  t o  b r i n g  f r e s h ,  l o ca l  f o o d s

t o  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a c r o s s  t h e

s t a t e .  Th i s  J a n u a r y ,  ove r  1 , 7 0 0

ca s e s  o f  M o n t a n a  M a r i n a ra  we r e

s h i p p e d  t o  1 4 5  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s

s t a t ew i d e  a n d  p r ov i d e d  a

g u a ra n t e e d  m a r ke t  o p p o r t u n i t y

f o r  ove r  1 5 , 0 0 0  p o u n d s  o f  l o ca l l y  
Students taste test MT Marinara at Jeanette
Rankin Elementary School in Missoula.

The foodservice team at Anderson School hosted a taste test as part of a statewide Marinara Madness
campaign held each spring celebrating local foods in schools.



Spring at the Ag Center
B Y  T O M  A N D R E S ,  B i g  S k y  H i g h  S c h o o l  A g  T e a c h e r  &  F F A  A d v i s o r

I t  a l r e a d y  f e e l s  l i ke  s p r i n g  a t  t h e  M C P S  Ag r i c u l t u r e  E d u ca t i o n

Ce n t e r .  Th e  s ow s  h ave  a l l  fa r r owe d  a n d  t h e  p i g l e t s  a r e  g r ow i n g

g r e a t .  We  h a d  a  b u m p e r  c r o p  o f  p i g l e t s  f r o m  s ow s  t h a t  t h e

s t u d e n t s  a r t i f i c i a l l y  b r e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  ye a r .  Th e  4 - H  a n d

F FA  k i d s  w i l l  t a ke  ove r  ow n e r s h i p  i n  A p r i l  a n d  yo u  w i l l  b e

s e e i n g  m a ny  o f  t h e s e  m a r ke t  p i g s  a t  t h e  We s t e r n  M o n t a n a  F a i r .  

4

ON THE GROUND

continued next page

Piglets born at the Missoula County Public School Agriculture Center. The Ag
Center offers students the opportunity to learn about animal husbandry amongst
other agricultural skills.
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MCPS, continued

O u r  l a m b s  h ave  a l l  b e e n  b o r n  a n d  t h ey  w i l l  b e  t a ke n  o n  a s

s t u d e n t  p r o j e c t s  t o o .  Th e  f i r s t  ca l f  i s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  d r o p  M a r c h

1 0 t h .  Th e  Ag  Ce n t e r  r u n s  a  r e g i s t e r e d  h e r d  o f  B e l t e d  G a l l ow ay

ca t t l e  b u t  a r e  m o r e  co m m o n l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  “ O r e o  cow s . ”  

M a ny  o f  t h e  Ag  c l a s s e s  h ave  b e e n  b u s y  s t a r t i n g  p l a n t s  i n  t h e

g r e e n h o u s e  a n d  i t  i s  a l r e a d y  s t a r t i n g  t o  f i l l  u p .  Wa t c h  f o r  o u r

g r e e n h o u s e  s a l e  a r o u n d  M o t h e r ’ s  D ay .  O t h e r  s t u d e n t s  h ave  b e e n

b u s y  i n  t h e  s h o p  b u i l d i n g  m e t a l  p r o j e c t s ,  l i ke  h ay  f e e d e r s ,  t h a t

w i l l  b e  u s e f u l  co m e  s p r i n g .  I t  i s  n eve r  a  d u l l  m o m e n t  o n  t h e

s c h o o l  fa r m .

M i s s o u l a  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  h ave  b e e n  a c t i ve l y  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t

a g r i c u l t u r e  o n  t h e  9 0  a c r e  wo r k i n g  fa r m  f o r  a l m o s t  1 0 0  ye a r s .  We

l i ke  t o  co n s i d e r  i t  t h e  “ J ewe l  o f  t h e  s c h o o l . ”  S t u d e n t s  a c t i ve l y

co n t r i b u t e  t o  f o o d  p r o d u c t i o n  a l l  t h e  way  f r o m  co n ce p t i o n  t o

co n s u m p t i o n .  

continued next page

The MCPS Ag Center is located off of
South Avenue, just west of Big Sky High
School and the Fort Missoula Regional
Park. 

Photos of Ag Center students with their animals. Photos courtesy of Tom Andres.
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MCPS, continued

Photos of Ag Center students with their animals. Photos courtesy of
Tom Andres.
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BOOK RELEASE

L i z  i s  o n e  o f  M i s s o u l a ’ s  favo r i t e  d a u g h t e r s .  S h e  g r ew  u p  r i g h t

h e r e ,  we n t  t o  H e l l g a t e  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e n  t h i n g s  k i n d  o f

we n t  s o u t h  f o r  h e r  f o r  a  b i t  –  H a r v a r d  u n d e r g ra d ,  a  s u cce s s f u l

m u s i c  ca r e e r ,  a  P h D  f r o m  U C  B e r ke l ey ,  a  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  a t  U C

S a n t a  B a r b a ra  a n d  t h e n  s h e  w r o t e  a  t r i o  o f  ce l e b ra t e d  a n d

i n f l u e n t i a l  f o o d  a n d  fa r m i n g  b o o k s :  L e n t i l  U n d e r g r o u n d ,  G r a i n

b y  G r a i n  a n d  H e a l i n g  G r o u n d s .  O n  Tu e s d ay ,  A p r i l  1 4 ,  I  w i l l  b e

m o d e ra t i n g  a  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  L i z  a b o u t  h e r  l a t e s t ,  a n d  b ra n d -

n ew  b o o k  L i v i n g  R o o t s ,  a t  a  p u b l i c  eve n t  a t  t h e  G .  W .  M a r k s

E x p l o ra t i o n  Ce n t e r .

R e s e a r c h e r s  h ave  d o c u m e n t e d  we l l  t h e  e nv i r o n m e n t a l ,  s o c i a l

a n d  c l i m a t i c  co s t s  o f  o u r  i n d u s t r i a l  f o o d  s y s t e m ;  a  s y s t e m  b a s e d

o n  t h e  fa c t o r y - s t y l e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a n n u a l  c r o p s .  L i z  a n d  h e r  co -

a u t h o r  Au b r ey  S t r e i t  K r u g  co m p a r e  o u r  f o o d  s y s t e m  t o  fa s t

fa s h i o n .  I t  m e e t s  a  s h o r t  t e r m  n e e d  q u i c k l y ,  e a s i l y  a n d  w i t h

n e a r l y  n o  f r i c t i o n  f o r  t h e  co n s u m e r .  Ye t  t h e  s y s t e m  c r e a t e s

a s t r o n o m i ca l  a n d  h o r r i f i c  a s s o c i a t e d  co s t s  a n d  e m b o d i e s

e co l o g i ca l  p r e ca r i t y .

D A T E :  T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  1 4

T I M E :  6  -  8  p m

L O C A T I O N :  B a l s a m r o o t  C o n f e r e n c e

R o o m ,  1  f l o o r  E x p l o r a t i o n  C e n t e rs t

R E G I S T R A T I O N :
w w w . m i s s o u l a e d u p l a c e . e d u

O n  Tu e s d ay ,  A p r i l  1 4 ,  we  a t

M i s s o u l a  Co u n t y  a r e  s u p e r

f o r t u n a t e  t o  h ave  a u t h o r ,  a c t i v i s t ,

a n d  P r o f e s s o r ,  L i z  C a r l i s l e  j o i n  u s

o n ce  a g a i n .

continued next page
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I N  T H I S  I S S U E :

Liz Carlisle, continued

At  i t s  co r e ,  fa r m i n g  a t t e m p t s  t o  u s e ,  b e n d ,  m a n i p u l a t e ,  a n d

m i m i c  n a t u ra l  f o r ce s ,  p a t h s  o f  e n e r g y ,  t o  m e e t  s p e c i f i c  g o a l s  –

p r i m a r i l y  f o o d .  F a r m i n g  i s  b i o l o g y  f i r s t ,  b u t  t h e n ,  v i a  f o o d ,

fa r m i n g  t o u c h e s  l i t e ra l l y  eve r y  a s p e c t  o f  c u l t u r e .  N o  m a t t e r  h ow

yo u  l i ve ,  yo u  a r e  i n  i t .  A s  We n d e l l  B e r r y  s a i d ,  “ E a t i n g  i s  a n

a g r i c u l t u ra l  a c t ” .  

W i t h  L i v i n g  R o o t s ,  L i z  a n d  Au b r ey  a c k n ow l e d g e  b o t h  t h e

p r e ca r i t y  o f  t h e  f o o d  s y s t e m  a n d  i t s  w i d e s p r e a d  i m p a c t .  At  t h e

h e a r t  o f  t h e i r  b o o k  l i e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  “ H ow  d o  we  b u i l d  a  f o o d

s y s t e m  t h a t  i s  m a d e  t o  l a s t ? ”  To  d i v i n e  a n  a n s we r  wo r t hy  o f  t h e

s co p e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  t h ey  ca s t  t h e  w i d e s t  o f  n e t s  a n d  c r e a t e d

a  co l l e c t i o n  wo r t hy  o f  t h e  s co p e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m .  L i z  a n d  Au b r ey

a s s e m b l e d  a  r i c h  a r ray  o f  e s s ay i s t s ,  s c i e n t i s t s ,  p o e t s  a n d  a r t i s t s

a n d  t a s ke d  t h e m  w i t h  ex p l o r i n g  a  n ew  p a t h ,  “ t h e  p r o m i s e  o f

p e r e n n i a l  f o o d s ” .  

I  h o p e  yo u  ca n  j o i n  u s  i n  t h i s  h o m e co m i n g  t o  h e a r  L i z  t a l k

a b o u t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h a t  ex p l o ra t i o n .  S e e  yo u  t h e r e .

J o s h  S l o t n i c k

M i s s o u l a  Co u n t y  Co m m i s s i o n e r

READ, LISTEN, WATCH
MFPAB’s suggestions for  further learning

PODCAST: Reframing Rural Season 4: Succession Stories
Telling stories of people and places not fully represented in the media or pop culture is at the
heart of Reframing Rural's mission to reframe the narrative on rural America.
In Season Four, Reframing Rural unearths the stories laying beneath the logistics, stories from
families navigating complex social and environmental factors as they work to preserve their
agricultural way of life.

DOCUMENTARY: Gather
Gather is an intimate portrait of the growing movement amongst Native Americans to reclaim
their spiritual, political and cultural identities through food sovereignty, while battling the
trauma of centuries of genocide.

http://reframingrural.org/
https://gather.film/


The Missoula Food Policy Advisory Board (MFPAB) was established in
2020 to advise local government on policies and programs related to
food and agriculture. 

MFPAB is specifically charged with providing recommendations to elected

City and County officials to support the following:

Healthy food access & nutrition

Sustainability of human & natural resources necessary for agriculture

Economic development of small & mid-sized food & farming businesses

Strong & vibrant local food systems

The Board is comprised of nine appointed volunteer members who represent

a variety of key interests within the food system, including members with

expertise in food access, health and nutrition, local food production, food

businesses, farm to school education, food system governance and analysis,

and land use. 

Community groups, individuals, and organizations all over Missoula County are
advocating for increased access to healthy food for all. If you are a part of this
effort, we want to hear your story! The more we stay connected to local action,
the more effective we can be as a whole.

Contact us to share your story!
foodpolicyadvisoryboard.msla@gmail.com

MFPAB wants to hear from you!

Who We Are
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Meetings are 
open to the public! 

3rd Monday of the month, excepting holidays

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Exploration Center

1075 South Ave. West, Missoula, MT 59801

Clover Board Room, 2nd Floor

CONTACT
foodpolicyadvisoryboard.msla@gmail.com

JOIN OUR
NEWSLETTER


	On Tuesday, April 14, we at Missoula County are super fortunate to have author, activist, and Professor, Liz Carlisle join us once again.
	Liz is one of Missoula’s favorite daughters. She grew up right here, went to Hellgate high school and then things kind of went south for her for a bit – Harvard undergrad, a successful music career, a PhD from UC Berkeley, a professorship at UC Santa Barbara and then she wrote a trio of celebrated and influential food and farming books: Lentil Underground, Grain by Grain and Healing Grounds. On Tuesday, April 14, I will be moderating a discussion with Liz about her latest, and brand-new book Living Roots, at a public event at the G. W. Marks Exploration Center.
	Researchers have documented well the environmental, social and climatic costs of our industrial food system; a system based on the factory-style production of annual crops. Liz and her co-author Aubrey Streit Krug compare our food system to fast fashion. It meets a short term need quickly, easily and with nearly no friction for the consumer. Yet the system creates astronomical and horrific associated costs and embodies ecological precarity.
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